
MARRIAGE AND CIVIL PARTNERSHIP (SCOTLAND) BILL 

ANONYMOUS SUBMISSION 

How would you characterise your views on the Bill in general? 

 

How would you characterise your views on the introduction of same sex 
marriage, so that same sex couples can marry each other? 

In opposition 

Once marriage has been redefined many aspects, not at present under 
consideration, may well be given recognition in the future. e.g. the legalization of 
polygamy, three-way relationships etc. Such has, in fact, been thew case in the 
Netherlands.   By intr 

How would you characterise your views on putting belief celebrants on the 
same footing as religious celebrants? 

 

How would you characterise your views on the arrangements for authorising 
celebrants to solemnise opposite sex and same sex marriage (including the 
opt-in procedures)? 

 

How would you characterise your views on civil partnerships changing to 
marriages?  

 

How would you characterise your views on allowing civil marriage ceremonies 
to take place anywhere, other than religious premises, agreed between the 
couple and registrar? 

 

How would you characterise your views on allowing the religious and belief 
registration of civil partnerships? 

 

How would you characterise your views on allowing transgender persons to 
stay married when obtaining a full Gender Recognition Certificate, which 
provides legal recognition in the acquired gender? 

 



Would you like to comment on the wider issue of protections for those in 
society who may have concerns about same sex marriage? 

In England at present, a homosexual couple are planning to go to court in an attempt 
to force churches to host gay weddings. (Essex Chronicle 1st August 2012)Should 
this come before the European Court of Human Rights it is quite possible that any 
protections in Scottish Law could be overturned.  As the law provides for doctors to 
opt-out of performing abortions if they conscientiously object to abortion, registrars, 
religious and belief celebrants should be afforded the same protection.   Those 
holding to traditional views about marriage should not be prevented from fostering or 
adopting. After all same-sex couples are given the right to foster and adopt and they 
hold strong views about same-sex marriage. 

Would you like to comment on the wider issue of freedom of speech? 

The issue of freedom of speech in this context is vital because people get into 
difficulties through expressing their beliefs about marriage.Apart from a declaratory 
clause which has no practical impact (Clause 14) the Government's Bill doesn't 
address th 

Would you like to comment on any other wider issues in relation to the Bill that 
are not mentioned above? 

 

Are you responding as... 

a private individual 
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